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In the evening of the day, a party of Christian gentlemen as- 
sembled at his house, and he manifested at least his usual en- 
ergy and cheerfulness in their society. After their departure 
he retired; and at midnight he was taken exceedingly ill. He com- 
plained of extreme coldness, and, after a while, of sickness. 
Medical aid was instantly called in; every thing that skill and 
kindness could devise was done, and little fear was at first ex- 
cited. On the following Monday, however, his pain greatly 
increased ; but still hopes were entertained, and on Tuesday he 
greatly revived. He remarked, in the course of conversation, 
that during his gfeat pain he had been led té examine his hope; 
and such was his confidence in Christ, that in the simple doc- 
trine of the cross he had firm standing; and that, but for his fam- 
ily, he had thought he should be willing to go to heaven. Hap- 
py, indeed, is the man who, when he comes to his dying hour, 
finds that he has not then, for the first time, to seek the salvation 
of his soul! 

What were the general feelings of my beloved friend during 
his last illness may be best learned from the following account, 
drawn up by one of his beloved friends, who attended him in his last 
hours, and addressed to the Rev. Dr. Steadman :— . 


DEAR SIR, 

I cannot communicate much to you about the last days of 
our beloved pastor, because the prohibition of his doctor, and 
my own indisposition, prevented me or any other person from 
seeing much ~ During his illness, he had much interesting 
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conversation with his medical attendant, for whom he entertain- 
ed, professionally and personally, a great regard; the tenor of 
which evinced the warm interest that he took in the church of 
Christ at large, and the general knowledge that he possessed on 
all points connected with the ministers and churches of his own 
denomination. At the commencement of his illness, his first 
concern was, to provide for the fulfilment of all the benevolent 
pledges he had given to further the interests of some of his minis- 
terial brethren in the country : indeed, this was one of the ruling 
passions strong upon him within a few hours of his death ; for 
he exacted a promise from a friend with him, to use every exer- 
tion in favor of a brother minister, from whom he had heard du- 


Pf ring his illness. He never was remarkable for evincing that fer- 
oe vor of assurance avowed by some professors, which seems to 
fh leave little for the morning of the resurrection to unfold to the 
oe. spirit of the Christian. That vigorous faith in the all-sufficien- 
eh cy of the work of Christ to redeem the penitent sinner, and 
Va which can hold the soul in perfect calmness, never forsook him ; : 
a: but retained its full force during his struggle with pain and disease. 
ha “‘The nature of his disorder, when in its most acute stages, 
7 a prevented him from speaking much; and the pain he suffered 
aa was violent and unremitting: but his patience, as under the 
2 ae hand of God, was most exemplary ; while his desire for prolonged 
ae usefulness seemed to induce a tenacity to life. 
4g “ About the middle of the week in which he died, his dis- 


ease yielded, in a very encouraging degree, to the course of treat- 
ment adopted, when he said to a friend, ‘Oh! how comfortable 
Iam! Christ and the truths I have preached to others are 
now my support and consolation.’ Though perfectly aware of 
the critical state he was in, he seemed to think, even till within 
two hours of his death, that his strength would overcome the 
disease ; and talked of the hope he entertained that ‘God had 
more work for him to do yef at Maze Pond!’ The faculties of 
his mind, and even the strength of his voice (though the labor of 
breathing prevented his talking much,) continued unimpaired 
till within a few minutes of his death. When asked, whether 
he found the basis of his hope sufficient to sustain his mind in 
the prospect of death, he exclaimed, ‘Oh! yes, I cannot doubt 
the efficacy of the Saviour’s atonement, though it seems to me a. 
miracle, that such a sinner as I am should have found mercy.’ 
It was suggested to him that he had not spent his strength in 
vain ; but having found Christ himself, had earnestly labored, 
and not without success, to bring others to the Saviour. He said, 
‘God granted me an, humble order of talent; and if he has bles- 
sed it for usefulness it has been because I exercised it honestly, 
declaring the whole counsel of God!’ Whenever the friend by 
his bed-side touched those chords of consolation with which the 
Scriptures and our sacred songs abound, they seemed to vibrate 
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through his soul; and he finished every sentence and verse that 
was begun—‘ When thou passest through the waters, I will be 
with thee, and the rivers shall not overflow thee, &c. ‘To 
him that overcometh, will I give to eat of the tree of life,’ &ec. 
About two hours before his death, he was left alone with one of 
the friends who sat up with him, who had the painful task of tell- 
ing him that he feared his hour was approaching. This friend, be- 
ing anxious to know if he had any wishes to express, he very calm- 
ly gave some directions about his family affairs ; and then added, 
that if he should not be raised up for further usefulness in the 
church of Christ, his last feelings were those of affection and 
interest for the welfare of his flock. To every member, he 
begged that his love might be expressed, entreating that they 
would live up to their profession ; his wish that, using well all their 
religious privileges, they might increase in numbers and ‘spirit- 
ual prosperity ; enjoining on them continued confidence in the 
deacons of the church, and trusting that they would give the 
supplies who might be provided a fair hearing, and that they 
would cultivate an affectionate regard for other churches. He 
then expressed a warm interest for the prosperity of that denom- 
ination in the Christian church with which he had been connect- 
ed, and spoke in affectionate terms of many of his brethren by 
name. After lying still for about half an hour, he requested to 
be lifted up, and moved in his bed ; and as he sat up, and took 
some refreshment, ‘ Maze Pond’ were the last words on his lips ; 
after which he reclined gently upon his pillow, and, in a few 
minutes, slept in Jesus !” 

From another account which lies before me, I learn that 
about half an hour before his final gasp, while his beloved wife 
and children stood round his bed, he said, ‘The Lord bless 
you, my dear Mary, and you, my dear children! May the light 


of his countenance be upon you!’ Life was now fast sinking ; ~ 


and about ten minutes previous to the closing sigh, after a severe 
fit of coughing and a deep groan, he said, ‘That is one step 
over.’ A similar struggle and groan soon followed, and he ob- 
served, ‘There is another step over; one more will carry me 
to heaven.’ Such was the removal from the church militant 
of one of the most devoted of its ministers, early in the morning 
of December 31st, 1831, before he had quite completed his 
forty-seventh year. 

To describe the sensation produced by this affecting event, 
throughout the whole circle of his connections, would be very 
far beyond my powers. Christian ministers, of every denomina- 
tion, felt they had lost a beloved brother; one or two of them in 
London, in announcing it to their congregations, were too much 
affected to proceed ; and very many went through the duties of 
the Sabbath with extreme difficulty. It was really a matter of 
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astonishment that he could have become so well known, and 
have been so universally esteemed, during a residence in London 
of little more than five years. | 

The mournful duty of committing to the silent tomb the re- 
mains of my departed friend was discharged on Monday, the 9th 
of January; and the place fixed on for their deposit till the 
morning of the resurrection was among his own people at Maze 
Pond. About forty of his ministering brethren attended on the 
solemn occasion ; and nearly one hundred other gentlemen, mem- 
bers of his own and other churches. The scene was peculiarly 
impressive ; the place was thronged with mourning spectators, 
and the solemnity of the services must have made a deep impres- 
sion on the mind of every attendant. The Rev. John Dyer, 
Secretary of the Baptist Missionary Society, read the Scriptures, 
and with much fervor presented solemn prayer. Elder Isaiah 
Birt delivered a very affectionate, evangelical, and truly appro- 
priate address; and Elder G. Collison, with deep but chastened 
emotions, concluded the affecting service with prayer. On the 
following Lord’s day morning, the Rev. Dr. Steadman preached 
the funeral sermon to an overflowing congregation, from Rev, i. 
17, 18; in which, while he paid an ample tribute of respect to 
the excellences of his friend, he directed the mourning family 
and church to him who lives amidst ali the changes of time, to 
comfort his people, and to conduct the affairs of his kingdom ; 
making all contribute to his own glory and their best interests. 
Many ministers, both of the Baptist and Independent denomi- 
nations, paid similar tokens of respect to the memory of their 
departed friend and brother. | 

It remains now, that I devote a page or two to the delineation 
of the character of my beloved friend. No great space need be 
given to this part of my task ; for every reader, whose eye has 
passed over these pages, has, by this time, obtained, from a re- 
view of his conduct, tolerably clear views of the holy man, and 
the devoted minister of Jesus Christ. 

If it were desirable to describe the character of my friend in 
one word, I should select the term energy. This represents 
alike the strength of his feelings and the activity of his conduct. 
It was impossible to know him without perceiving that in religion 
he was perfectly athome; it influenced every power and pas- 
sion of his heart, called forth the strongest expressions of his ten- 
derest feelings, and threw over his whole conduct a hallowed 
something, which even the worldling admired; but which the 
Christian alone could account for. 

Nor was this energy less perceptible in his studies. His mind 
seemed to resemble a grappling-iron, which would lay hold of a 
subject, and never let go its grasp till it had been fully examined, 
and all its various bearings understood. 
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Equally evident was energy in his intercourse with his friends. 
Who ever knew him pay a cold, formal, uninteresting visit ? 
Who ever received from him a dry, and merely complimentary 
letter? Who ever conversed with him in his study, or sat down 
at his table, without being compelled to admire the force of his 


feeling, and being impressed with the conviction that they had 
seen all his heart ? . 


It need not be said that energy marked his public life. He 


preached more than siz thousand sermons; he plead the 
cause of Christian benevolence in almost every county in Eng- 
land, besides occasional visits to other kingdoms ; his attendance 
on public and committee meetings was exceedingly frequent. 
In addition to these labors, his sermons for the Sabbath were al- 
most invariably prepared by the preceding Thursday ; and if he 
had a public service before him, the sermon composed for that 
special occasion would be ready a month before it was wanted. 
With all this, he was often before the public as an author. 

Ifa stranger were disposed to imagine this representation 
too strong, I would assure him that I have told him but a 
part of the truth. Let the poor ministers for whose relief he ex- 
erted himself, the many ministerial book-shelves he assisted to 
replenish, the chapels in the removal of whose debts he was in- 
terested, and the private cases of misery he relieved, be appeal- 
ed to, and they will bear testimony to the energy of his benevo- 
lence. His heart was never cold. If he reproved sin, he did it 
with fidelity ; if he discharged a trust, it was with integrity ; 
and if he shewed a kindness, it was in a manner which greatly 
heightened the value of the gift. Many a fact has come to my 
knowledge since his death, which would illustrate these remarks ; 
and many a tear have I witnessed which shewed the impression 
he produced on the minds of his friends. 

He held to life with a tenacity, which arose from an intense de- 
sire to be.increasingly useful ; and when he felt that he must die, 
his usual readiness to think of his friends, and of the cause of 
religion, shewed itself in the advice he imparted to those around 
him; and having done this in the full energy of bodily force, 
and with all possible composure of mind, he submitted to death ; 
saying to his medical attendant, as he was struggling with the 
load of his pain, within an hour or two of his final removal, ‘ Doc- 
tor, I am a strong man now; I am dying in my full strength; 
for death has seized my very vitals.’ 

Yes, death seized his vitals, and has removed him hence. 
That “last enemy,” however, had transferred him to the guidance 

of the great Shepherd and Bishop of souls, who led him 
through the dark valley of the shadow of death, and placed him 
in the presence of adoring millions, on the throne of his glory. 


His character r perfected, his happiness is complete, his energy 
1 | 
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is even greater than it was below; and though it were only in 
his heart to devote a long life to the service of God in this world, 
an eternity shall be given to that service, where there is nothing 
to hinder either its performance or its success. 

A list of the publications which Mr. Mann, at different periods, 
issued to the world, may probably be deemed a suitable close of 
the present memoir. I give the list without any remarks, except- 
ing that I have always considered his Essays, and his Reply to 
Heineken, as showing most of his talents and his learning; his 
sermons discover an earnest desire after the great object of the 
Christian ministry; his lectures on Ecclesiastical history com- 
bine in one volume a vast mass of important information, and 
shew him as the consistent and unflinching Nonconformist, but 
the liberal Christian; and his Memorials of Christian Friend- 
ship, of all his works, appears to me of a class the most popular 
and the most useful. 

Achan discovered in the Camp of Israel. 12mo. pp. 57. 1810. 
Christian Baptism considered, a Sermon at Weymouth. 8vo. pp. 32. 18138. 


Work of the Holy Spirit on the Heart. Circular Letter. S8vo. pp. 16. 1814. 
Short Discourses on the Lord’s Prayer. 2nd edition, 12mo. pp. 151. 1821. 


Strictures on Heineken’s Reply to Carlisle. 12mo. pp. 196. 1826. 
Charge at the Ordination of Rey. W. Humphries. S8vo. pp. 40. 1827. 
Essay on the Atonement of Christ. 12mo. pp. 204. 2nd edition, 1827. 
Theological Essays. 12mo. pp. 272. 2nd edition. 1828. 
Twelve Lectures on Ecclesiastical History. 8vo. pp. 514. 1829. 
Memorials of Christian Friendship. 12mo. pp. 372. 3rd edition, 1829. 
Sermon before Bradford Academy. S8vo. pp. 45. 1829. 
Sermon at the Opening of the New Baptist Meeting House, Leicester, 

8vo. pp. 44. 1831. 
Sermon at the Settlement of Rev. J. Belcher. 8vo. pp. 32, 1831. 
England’s Crisis, and her Safeguard. S8vo. pp. 31. 1831. 


Besides these productions, Mr. Mann published, with a preface 
and notes, Dr. Carey’s “‘ Inquiry into the Obligations of Chris- 
tians to use Means for the Conversion of the Heathen ;’’ prepared 
for the press the publications in the Religious Tract Society’s 
department of Christian biography relating to Vavasor Powell, 
Mrs. Joanna Turner and John Bunyan ; wrote prefaces to sev- 
eral works published by his brethren, and a variety of papers in 
two or three of the periodicals. 


TRANSLATION OF ROMANS 6: 1—11; 


With remarks on Professor Stwart’s interpretation of the 4th verse, in his 
Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans. 


** What shall we say then? shall we continue in sin that grace may abound ? 
By no means. How shall we, who are dead to sin, live any longer in it? Know 
ye not that so many of us as have been baptized into Christ Jesus, were bapti- 
zed into his death? We have, then, been buried with him by baptism into his 
death ; that, as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glorious power of the 
Father, so we also should walk in newness of life. For, if we have been allied 
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to him in the likeness of his death, so shall we be also in the likeness of his res- 
urrection ; knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, |that the body of 
sin might be destroyed, so that we should no longer be in subjection to sin; for 
one who is dead is freed from sin. But if we be dead with Christ, we believe 
that we shall live with him; knowing that Christ, having been raised up from 


the dead, dieth no more ; death hath no more dominion over him, For in that - 


he died, he died in respect to sin once for all; but in that he liveth, he liveth in 


respect toGod. ‘Thus also consider ye yourselves dead indeed in respect to sin, 
but alive in respect to God, through Christ Jesus.’’ 


For the sake of clearness, the following free and paraphrastic 
translation is subjoined. 


What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that 
grace may abound? By nomeans. How shall we who have 
renounced subjection to sin, continue any longer subject to it? 
Do ye not know, that so many of us as have been baptized into 
a recognition of Jesus Christ were baptized into a recog- 
nition of his death? By baptism then, which recognizes 
his death, we have been buried as he was buried ; that is, as he 
was buried after death, so by baptism in recognition of his 
death, we have been buried; that, as Christ was raised up from 
the dead by the glorious power of the Father, so we also, [hav- 
ing been raised up from our burial,} should lead a new life. 
For if we have become like Christ as to his death, that is, if, as 
he died for sin, we have died to sin; we shall be also like him 
as to his resurrection ; that is, as he arose to a new and heaven- 
ly life, so shall we lead a new and holy life. This obviously 
follows from what we know ; namely, that as Christ was cruci- 
fied, so our inward, carnal man has been subjected to a moral 
crucifixion for the destruction of our sinful propensities ; so 
that we might no more be in subjection to sin. For a person 
who has departed this life, who is dead, is freed from the temp- 
tations and sins of the present world. Now) if we have died to 
sin, as Clirist died for sin, we believe that as he arose to a new 
life, we shall also lead a new life; knowing that Christ, havin 
been raised up from the dead, dieth no more; death hath no 
longer dominion over him. For in that he died, he died on ac- 
count of sin once for all, so as to destroy its power ; but in that 
he liveth, he liveth in respect to God, so as to advance his glory. 
In like manner also consider ye yourselves dead in respect to 
sin, but alive in respect to God, through Christ Jesus. 


The design of the apostle in these verses was, to mect an 
objection which might be raised against the statements of the 
preceding chapter. In that chapter he had largely shown that 
the grace of God vastly superabounds over the sins of men; 
and thatthe abounding of sin had proved an occasion of the 
superabounding of divine grace. If this be the case, some one 
might say, may we not still goon to sin, sothat God’s grace 
may still more abundantly be exhibited? The apostle’s reply is 


@ 

4 

4 


i 
| 
i 
} | 
j 
4 
at 
cul 
ee 
4 
% 
st 
aig 
& 
ibe 
coe 
ok 
4. 
= 
h 
t 
| 
: 
| 


3 


376. Translation of Romans 6: {—1[. 


very simple. It consists of two parts; 1. The internal char- 
acter of Christians forbids such an objection; they are dead to 
the influence of sin. 2. Their external profession of Christianity 
opposes it: by their baptism they have, as being dead to sin, 
symbolically been buried and raised up again. 

It is contended by Prof. Stuart, and some other writers, that 
the burying mentioned by the apostle is not an external one, but 
a moral burying; and that this word is used only to express 
more strongly the idea of having become dead. To us this 
opinion seems sufficiently refuted by the circumstance, that the 
burying is performed by baptism, an external rite. ‘The apos- 
tle does not tell us, that, having become dead to sin, we have 
completed this work of moral dying by publicly professing 
Christianity, and promising at baptism to renounce sin; so that 
by our consummating the work of dying, we mav consider our- 
selves as buried. He says that, besides being dead to sin, we 
have also been baptized in recognition of Christ’s death, and 
have thus submitted to a burial. The two things, the death and 
the burial, are clearly kept distinct; and the burial is an ex- 
ternal thing, consisting in the fact, that we have been baptized, 
have submitted to a rite so significant of burial. To continue 
in sin would, then, be inconsistent with our character and our 
religious profession. 

This very obvious view seems to be wholly disregarded by 
the writers to whom reference has been made. If the apostle 
had simply said, we are dead to sin and are buried in respect to 
it, or, we are dead and buried in respect to sin, their interpreta- 
tion might be correct; but the apostle himself explains what he 
means by burying, when he adds, by baptism. The representa- 
tion we now make isin perfect agreement with the fact, that 
the primitive Christians had been buried in the water of baptism : : 
a fact so generally conceded, that it need not now be largely 
proved. This fact Prof. Stuart does not deny; though he 
avoids making the concessions, so ingenuously made by 
other distinguished writers. 

Place these two considerations together ; namely, first, that 
the early Christians at their profession of Christianity, were 
immersed: secondly, that the apostle says the burying was by 
baptism ; and what can be more natural and clear, than that the 
apostle made allusion to their having been buried in the baptismal 

rave? It is not wonderful, that this passage should present sin- 
gular difficulties to those who consider something else than im- 
mersion to be baptism, and other persons fit subjects for it, 
besides believers in Christ. How such language could be 
addressed to a Christian community, consisting of persons who 
had either been baptized in unconscious infancy, or on whom a 
few drops of water had been sprinkled, or on whom water had 
in larger quantities been poured, is by no means obvious. 
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It is important to bear in mind, that the burying is performed 
by baptism, and thus refers to an external act. This thought 
will remove the obscurity which Scott’s commentary. throws 
around this passage. In attempting to show the words, ‘ we are 
buried with him by baptism,’ do not require immersion as ne- 
cessary to baptism, he says, ‘ we are also said to be crucified 
with Christ, and circumcised with him.’ Mr. Scott, we ap- 
prehend, is guilty of aglerror as to the last expression, ‘ circum- 
cised with him,’ that is, Christ. We have searched in vain 
for this expression in the Scripture. As to the expression, ‘ we 
are crucified with Christ,’ his statement is substantially cor- 
rect. But the verse in the Epistle to the Romans, now under 
consideration, does not contain the simple expression, ‘ we are 
buried with him ;’ but, ‘we are buried with him by baptism. 
-Now to make the other passage parallel with this, it ought to 
be not simply, ‘ crucified with Christ;’ but ‘put to death with 
Christ by crucifixion.’ A comparison of these forms of ex- 
pression clearly shows that something peculiarly significant was 
intended by employing the phrase ‘buried with him by bap- 
tism.’ 

But let us examine in detail the arguments by which Prof. 
Stuart, in his commentary, would show, that the burying here 


mentioned, has no necessary reference to the immersion of the— 


early Christians. 

The first argument is, ‘that in the verse before us there is a 
plain antithesis ; one so plain that it is impossible to overlook it. 
If now cuveraPyesy [we are buried with] is to be inter- 
preted in a physical way, i. e. as meaning baptism in a physical 
sense, where is the corresponding physical idea, in the opposite 
part of the antithesis or comparison ? Plainly there is no such 
physical idea orreference in the other part of the antithesis. 
The resurrection there spoken of, is entirely a moral, spiritual 
one ; for it is one which Christians have already experienced 
during the present life.’ 

[n regard to this, we observe that the antithesis is complete, so 
fur asthe thought is concerned. We have been buried in a 
baptismal grave, that we should lead a new life. The imagina- 
tion instantly supplies the idea of a resurrection ; having been 
raised up from this grave, we should lead a new life. We take 
it for granted, as does the commentary, that in the fourth verse, 
the word syeeéevrss [having been raised up,] is implied. This 
word renders the antithesis complete : we have been buried with 
him by baptism, that, having been raised up, we should lead a 
new life. But the commentary says that the resurrection here 
spoken of, ‘is entirely a moral, spiritual one ; for it is one which 
Christians have already experienced during the present life.’ 
True; this resurrection is, or rather was in the case of the early 
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Christians, experienced in the present life. This circumstance, 
however, is of no weight in shewing that the resurrection is a 
spiritual one; for certainly a physical resurrection from the 
baptismal grave may be experienced in the present life, as well 
as a spiritual resurrection from the death in trespasses and sins. 
And that the resurrection implied in this verse is a physical 
one from the baptismal burial, is to our minds rendered quite 
certain by the passage in the Epistle to the Colossians ii. 12. 
‘Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him 
through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him 
from the dead:’ that is, by your faith in the power of God who 
raised up Christ from the dead, ye have 1n Baptism been buried 
with him, and risen with him. It was iN BapTisM then, a phys- 
ical act, they had been both suriED and RAIsED uP with Christ. 

Second argument. ‘Nothing can be plainer, than that 
the word cvvera@yusy [we are buried with,] in Rom. vi. 4, is 
equivalent in sense to the word amsbavouey [we be dead] in v. 8.’ 

We reply, to us this is not plain. ‘There are two methods of 
satisfactorily accounting for the use of the expression ‘if we be 
dead’ in the 8th verse. 1. The apostle, having stated that Chris- 
tians had become dead to sin, and had by baptism been buried, 
afterwards uses the word ‘dead,’ as including all that had taken 
place, internally and externally, respecting their moral death. 
They needed not to be reminded on every occasion that they 
had also been symbolically buried. Being buried is so intimate- 
ly connected with being dead, that being dead would, especial- 
ly in such a connection as this, recall the other idea. 2. But 
there is another very sufficient reason for the apostle’s using this 
term. The preceding verse, the seventh, had presented a new 
thought; namely, a person who has departed this life, who is 
dead, has no longer a connection with the sins of this life. 
Now applying this thought, the apostle speaks of Christians as 
dead, and as having no more connection with the sins of their 
former state ; but as living a new life, as Christ is now living a 
heavenly lig. It is not then plain, that the words ‘if we be 
dead’ in the 8th verse, are equivalent in sense to the words ‘ we 
are buried,’ in the 4th verse. 

Third argument. ‘The image or figure of immersion, bap- 
tism, is nowhere else in Scripture employed as a symbol of 
burial in the grave. 

Reply. This argument would have force, could it be shown, 
that a writer must employ the same comparison more than once. 
Is it necessary that a certain mode of viewing a subject, or a 
certain comparison in regard to it, should be repeated, in order 
to show what the writer intended? Is it not enough that the 
comparison, or the figure, be apt and striking? Wethink, how- 
ever, the same image is employed in Col. ii, 12, The remarks, 
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in the commentary on that text, are not convincing. They are 
encompassed with the same radical difficulties, as the remarks 
on the verse in the Epistle to the Romans. 

Prof. Stuart adds, ‘Nor can I think it [immersion] a very 
natural symbol of burial. The obvious import of washing with 
water, or immersing in water, is, that it is symbolical of purity, 
cleansing, purification. But how will this aptly signify burying 
in the grave, the place of corruption, loathsomeness and destruc- 
tion 

Reply. If we do not carry the comparison beyond just lim- 
its, immersion is certainly a natural symbol of burial ; and has 
commended itself as such, to persons of all classes and of all 
degrees of mental cultivation. There is the being placed under- 
neath the surface of the water, as the body of Christ was placed 
underneath the surface of the earth. If one insists that a burial 
rnust signify corruption, loathsomeness, and destruction, then we 
may say, though the demand is unreasonable, that in our baptismal 
burial we emblematically deposit our moral corruption, and when 
we rise from this grave, we leave our moral loathsomeness behind, 
and rise to lead a new and holy life. 

It is very possible for a person’s mind to be so intent upon the 
idea of purity, as indicated by baptism, that he will discern in 


this ordinance no other significancy. But in the correct view of 


this passage, we find an additional significancy in baptism. We 
overlook not the idea of purity; but in connection with that, bap- 
tism is to be regarded as a symbolical burial in respect to sin, 
and a symbolical resurrection to a new and holy life; and as a 
token of our recognizing Christ’s death and burial and resurrec- 
tion on account of sin. 

In the commentary it is asked, ‘ what else but a moral burying 
can be meant when the apostle goes on to say: We are buried 
with him [not by baptism only, but] by baptism inTo His DEATH? 

The force of this question is not obvious, The apostle is 
speaking of a moral death; adeath followed by an emblematic 
burial. This burial is intended as a recognition of the Saviour’s 
death ; or, according to Prof. Stuart’s explanation of the formula 
of baptism, a token of our participating in the benefits of the Sa- 
viour’s death. But how the addition of its being in reference to 
his death that we are buried by baptism hinders this burial from 
meaning our real baptism, we see not. | 

It is added in the commentary, ‘of course it will not be con- 
tended, that a literal, physical burying is here meant, but only a 
moral one.’ 

We think, that a physical burying is here intended; not in- 
deed the burying in a real grave of a dead body, but the burying 
in a baptismal grave of a person who has become dead to sin.— 
Reference is here made to baptism, not only, in the language of 
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the commentary, ‘because when that rite was performed the 
Christian promised to renounce sin and to mortify all his evil 
desires, and thus to die unto sin, that he might live unto God ;’ 
but also, because the submitting to baptism was an’ acknowl- 
edgement of discipleship to a Saviour who had died on ac- 
count of sin, to destroy it, and had risen again to a heavenly 
life; and because baptism was also an emblem of the Christian’s 
resemblance to the Saviour, as to his death, in that the Christian 


- has died, not indeed for sin, but unto sin ; and of the Christian’s 


resemblance to the Saviour, as tohis resurrection, in that the 
Christian has arisen, not indeed to heavenly glory, but to a holy 
life. 

The author of the commentary concludes by observing, ‘ I can- 
not see, therefore, that there is any more necessary reference 
here to the modus of baptism, than there is to the modus of the 
resurrection. ‘I'he one may as well be maintained as the other.’ 

In how extensive a sense the word modus is here used, we 
know not. But it seems plainly the thought of the apostle, that 
as in baptism there is a being placed underneath, so there is a 
being raised up; and thus there is emblematically indicated in 
baptism, not only a burial, but also a resurrection. Hence he 
says, ‘as Christ was buried, so we, by baptism, have been buried ; 
that as Christ was raised up from the dead, so we [having been ’ 
raised up] should lead a new life.’ Just so in Col. ii. 12, 
‘Buried with him in baptism, wherein, in which emblem, 
ye are risen with him.’ ‘lhe modus of the resurrection is im- 
plied here so far as the leaving of the grave, the rising up from 
it, is concerned. So that there is, in fact, reference both to bu- 
rial and to resurrection ; to the being deposited underneath and 
the being raised up. 

As a suitable conclusion of these remarks, we would refer our 
readers to the sermon preached by Prof. Chase, before the Boston 
Baptist Association at Cambridge, Sept 27th, 1828, entitled, 
‘The Design of Baptism.’ The third edition of this sermon was 
printed in 1829. It was not formally noticed and recommended 
in this Magazine, because the author was at that time connected 
with the editorial department. In this sermon, baptism is forci- 
bly represented as indicating a moral purification ; a purification 
too, connected with the sufferings and death of the Messiah ; 
and as indicating purification through the sufferings and death 
of the Messiah, having a twofold reference : the one, to the death 
and resurrection of Christ; the other, to the state and prospects 
of the believer, as connected with that death and resurrection.’ 
At the close of the discourse are several valuable notes. One of 
them is in reference to the passage, to which we have so particu- 
larly directed the attention of our readers. The principal part 
of that note we shall take the liberty to extract. 
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‘Note F. p. 24. Buried with him by baptism. The language 
is figurative. The word cuvera@nusy means ‘we were interred, 
or covered up in a grave, or luid in a tomb, or buried with Christ. 
How? By baptism, the Apostle adds ; and this addition modi- 
fies the figure, and makes the sense as ‘clear as it is possible for 
express words to make it. Jn or by baptism, then, Paul and 
the Christians whom he addressed were buried. To be crucified 
to the world, or dead to sin, is the character of the Christian; 
but to be buried with Christ by baptism, is the appointed em- 
blematical profession of that character. The apostle does not 
teach that believers are crucified with Christ, or are dead with 
Christ, or possess a mortified temper, by baptism. To have 
such a state of soul, to be dead in respect to sin, is one thing ; 
and tu be buried with Christ by baptism, is quite a different thing ; 
for this is external, whereas the other is internal. The one isa 
sign ; the other, the thing signified. It is only by confounding 
what the apostle has kept distinct, that there can be any mis- 
take concerning this passage. Let the honest inquirer after 
truth and duty, listen to the dictate of common sense ; and let 
the religious teacher, as he expects to appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ, beware of perverting the oracles of God, 
and of darkening counsel by words without knowledge. 

Jaspis, in a note on this part of his recent Latin version of the 
Epistles, acknowledges the truth, though he afterwards makes a 
feeble attempt to escape from the legitimate consequence. He 
says, ‘Paulin this place alludes to the custom then usual, of 
immersing the whole body; which immersion resembled the laying 
of a man in a sepulchre.’ p. 33. 

The remarks of Rosenmueller on the same passage, are wor- 

thy of serious consideration. ‘Immersion in the water of bap- 
tism, and coming fourth out of it, was a symbol of a person’s re- 
nouncing his former life, and, on the contrary, beginning a new 
one..... The learned have rightly reminded us, that, on ac- 
count of this emblematical meaning of baptism, the rite of im- 
mersion ought to have been retained inthe Christian church.’ 
See his Scholia in Novum Testamentum, vol. iii. p. 454. 

Such, too, was the conviction of Luther, in view of this pas- 
sage, who, ‘after speaking of baptism as a ‘symbol of death and 
resurrection, says, ‘On this account I could wish that such as 


are to be baptized, should be completely immersed into water, 


according to the meaning of the word, and the signification of 
the ordinance; not because I think it necessary, but because it 
would be beautiful to have a full and perfect sign of so perfect 
and full a thing ; as also without doubt tt was instituted by Christ. 
See his work entitled Captivitas Babylonica, in the collection 
Omni. Oper. M. Lutuer. ‘Tom. ii. p. 76. ed. 1551.’ 

On the whole, we cannot but consider Prof. Stuart’s exposi- 
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tion of this passage as deficient in the clearness, and candor, 
and power, which generally mark his productions. We cannot 
but regard his exposition as furnishing another proof, that this 
passage is peculiarly difficult to be thoroughly and naturally rec- 
onciled to those views which justify the sprinkling of infants, or 
of adults, as a Christian ordinance. We dodeeply lament that 
any should not acknowledge the obvious meaning of the apostle. 
At the same time, we would earnestly enforce upon our own 
consciences, and the consciences of all baptized believers, the 
solemn obligations, which a right performance of baptism in- 
volves. God grant, that as we have been symbolically buried, 
and raised up again, we may truly be dead and buried, in our 
hearts, to the influence of sin ; that we may show that baptism 
is not a mere ceremony ; but that the performance, ang the re 

em of it powerfully stimulate us to ‘ walk in newness of 
ife. R. 


THE EXERTIONS OF THE CHURCH, 


NOT THE RESULT OF HER OWN FORESIGHT, BUT OF PROVIDENTIAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 


Many of the most important discoveries in the field of science 
have been the result of accident. The little boys of a spectacle- 
maker in Holland, while their father was at dinner, chanced to look 
at a distant steeple, through two eye-glasses, placed before one anoth- 
er. They found the steeple brought much nearer than usual to the 
shop-windows. They told their father, on his return ; and the cir- 
cumstance led him to a course of experiments, which ended in the 
telescope. Some shipwrecked sailors once collected a few sea-weeds 
on the sand, and made a fire to warm their shivering fingers, and 
cook their scanty meal. When the fire went out, they found that the 
alkali of the sea-weed had combined with the sand, and formed 
glass ;—the basis of all our discoveries in astronomy, and al:solutely 
necessary to our enjoyment. In the days, when every astronomer 
was an astrologer, and every chemist, a seeker after the philosopher’s 
stone, some monks, carelessly mixing up their materials, by accident 
invented gunpowder ; which has done so much to diminish the bar- 
barities of war. Sir Isaac Newton’s two most important discover- 
ies—concerning light and gravitation—were the result of accident. 
His theory and experiments on light were suggested by the soap-bub- 
bles of a child; and on gravitation, by the fall of an apple, as he sat in 
the orchard. And it was by hastily scratching on stone a memorandum 
of some articles brought him from the washer-woman’s, that the 
idea of lithography first presented itself to the mind of Senfelder. 

With equal clearness, it may be shown that most of the efforts put 
forth by the church, have been the result, not indeed of accident, but | 
of the guidance of an overruling Providence. git 

We are told in the book of the Acts of the Apostles, that the dis- 
ciples were scattered abroad, in consequence of the persecutions, 
which continued after the death of Stephen ; and “they went every 
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where, preaching the word.” By persecution they were driven out 
into the world; and thus, in a manner, compelled to begin that course 
of missionary labor, which was so successful in prosecution, and 
so glorious in its results. 

hrough all her primitive existence, the church, in her individual 
members, felt the obligation to do all her duty. And, as those mem- 
bers were pursued from village to village, poor from province to prov- 
ince, they spread the knowledge of that gospel, which ministered 
to them its consolations. Thus did divine Providence open means 
for the accomplishmeut of the purposes of heaven. 

In the year 1810, a few voung men at Andover expressed their res- 
olution to go, at all hazards, to answer the calls of the heathen world. 
America could not let her sons go out, unpatronized and unsupported. 
She would not see her children starve on a foreign shore, or depend 
for sustenance on foreign munificence. The church embarked in 
the work to which she wasthus urged forward, and began her ca- 
reer of glory. 

When Judson and his associates had arrived at their chosen dwell- 
ing, a a in his views led to the unravelling of a new thread in 
the tissue of Providence. Asa Baptist mission was to be commenc- 
ed by an American Baptist, it seemed necessary that American Bap- 
tists should sustain it. Thus were our churches drawn into a work, 
which their own sluggishness might otherwise have long withheld 
them from achieving. 

The commencement of missionary operations called forth effort in 
the cause of education societies, and all kindred objects. The 
church, in general, seems not to have sought for employment: but 
the work has been put into her hands. She has been thrown into 
circumstances, where she could not avoid exertion, without violating 
her vows, and proving recreant to the cause of the Redeemer. 

The origin of the Bible Society in America is too interesting a fact 
to be omitted in this connexion. A young man, member of a Bap- 
tist church in the city of New York, found his Bible, on a certain 
Sabbath, stolen from his pew. In talking to a few of his brethren 
of the desire a person may have for this treasure, although not gov- 
erned by its precepts, the project of forming a Bible Society was 
decided on, and a public meeting called in a schoo] room. A 
board of managers was chosen ; the society held its monthly. meet- 
ings, and Bibles were distributed in the most — places. But 
the church could not see this great work achieved by a handful of 
her members—or rather, suffered to languish, because they were un- 
able, in the nature of things, fully to accomplish it. She felt her. 
guilt in so long She saw the before her. Every 
obstacle was removed, ‘The darkness became light, and nothing re- 
mained but to act. She could not forbear acting; for she was driv- 
en to it by the circumstances of the case. And about five years 
afterwards, the general Bible society was formed, with which this 
association was combined. - 

There are two reasons for this mode of divine administration. 

1, It precludes the pride of the church. If her efforts and her 
success, seemed all the result of her own plans and foresight, the de- 

raved heart would swell at once. She would be like the idolaters 
in Habakkuk’s time, who sacrificed to their own net, and burned in- 
cense to their own drag. Israel must not say “I have gotten to my- 
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self this victory ;” and so Gideon, with his three hundred men, armed 
with a pitcher and a lamp, were sent against the hosts of Midian. 
The Hebrews were too weak to bear the excitement of conquerin 
a their Egyptian lords; and hence, they were required to “ stand still, 
+ and see the salvation of God.” “Not unto us, but to thy name 
| be the glory” must ever be the watchword of the church. Her 
4 . successes have been the result of the circumstances in which her 
I Redeemer has placed her—of the events, which he has overruled 
and directed. And the course of action she ought to pursue, with 
Behe E its consequences, could as little have been foretold from preceding 
hi events, as the grandest discoveries in philosophy and science, from 
way the trifling circumstances, to which they owe their origin. 
bay 2. It is calculated to promote trust in God. He will infallibly find 
ae & a way for the accomplishment of bis purposes. He has a universe 
of resources at his command. The darkest clouds he can dissipate. 
The most formidable obstructions melt down before him. Legions 
of angels await his pleasure ; and all creation is subject to his will. 
. by a Let not Christians fear, because the promises of God are glorious; 
hay he will find means for their fulfilment. The dawnings of the latter 
a day, portend a hastening noon. And the ease, with which obstruc- 
ig tions have hitherto been overcome, shows that God will do “ greater 
hi things than these.” Circumstances will yet be so ordered, as to call 


forth from the church a richer amount of consecrated wealth, and 
consecrated talent, and consecrated exertion. ‘Trust then in God; 


Bebe for he will accomplish his pleasure, and effect all his purposes. 

The But we may not say, “ Let us fold our hands, till God places us in 
bat circumstances where we must act.” It becomes us to go forward 
Pah: in the path that opens before us, seizing every fresh opportunity of 
ach i doing good; enlarging our operations as fast as means admit, and 


a creating those means with all our might. We must “have faith in 

: God,” concerning promised blessings, and anxiously expect, and pray 

: for the glorious consummation. While we do ail present duty, and 
look forward to the fulfilment of all the prophecies of revelation, we 
should watch the course of Providence, enter every new field that it 
spreads before us, and be ready to perceive when those favorable 
moments of increased exertion arise, which are worth years of steady 
toil. Thus let the church advance in her work, and God, even our 
own God, will bless us. S. F. S. 


THE FREIGHT OF THE OCEAN. 


Perhaps there was never so rich a freight upon the ocean, as 
at the present moment—rich, we mean, as it concerns the con- 
sequences to the souls of men. At the time when our Maga- 
zine is issued, not less than twenty missionaries, probably more, 
are on their way to the fields of their future labor. Messrs. 
Parker, Smith, and Diell, with their wives, are destined to the 
Sandwich Islands; Messrs. ‘Thompson and Dodge, with their 
wives, to Palestine ; Mr. and Mrs. Riggs, and Miss Mulligan, to 
Greece: Messrs, Chase and Rostan to France ; Messrs. Brown, 
and Webb, with their wives, to Burmah ; two coloured minis- 
ters, with their families, from the south, to Liberia. Mr. Pinney, 
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too, was appointed to have sailed early in November, with the 
lamented Mr. Barr, to explore the regions of Central Africa. 

Leaving out of the account, tle missionaries sailing from 
England, and from the various evangelized islands of the South 
Seas, this is all the work of America. And twenty years ago, 
the very first of our young apostles, devoted themselves to the 
work. ‘T'wenty years ago, the American churches began to 
awake. ‘I'wenty years ago, the selfish professors of our land 
first remembered their obligations to six hundred millions, who 
were perishing. ‘lhe mighty men of one denomination were 
reluctantly urged into the work; and they have since done glo- 
riously. Scarcely a year later, our own denomination began to 


awake. Support for the mission in Burmah was provided, and 
reinforcements have been slowly sent out. 


We now leave the general subject, stated at the head of this 
article, to inquire—Why American Baptists have accomplished 
so little? Is it true that our five thousand churches can only 
support one mission, beyond the bounds of our own land? Are 
we indeed so poor, and so feeble, that this is the extent of our 
means? If so, let us acknowledge it to the world; let us no 
longer boast of our numbers, and our institutions, and our pros- 
perity ; let us rather hide our heads in the shadow of other 
Christian denominations, as they march onward in the strength 
of God. Brethren, there is a responsibility on us, as individuals, 
There is a duty to be done ; and if the mass will not do it, we 
must do it ourselves. We are each to do for his neighbor, all 
that we would have him do for us. If we were in heathen dark- 
ness, and our whole nation were going down to death, ought 
not our enlightened brethren to send us the gospel? Let us, 
then, send it to them. ‘ 

But the first cry is—‘ we have not menenough.’ This is not 
true. Leta man like Cornelius go through our land, and seek 
out the talent, and the holy zeal for Christ, which now lies bu- 
ried,—and in five years, we might have at least an hundred 
educated and devoted missionaries on the ocean, hastening to their 
foreign stations. We have always maintained, and we always will 
maintain the position, that there are men enough. And all we 
want is an active, healthy, energetic, holy man, to go and ask 
them for their services. Such a man we must find—many such 
men we must find ; and with the blessing of God, we will do away 
the first excuse forever. 

Again, men say,—‘ where shall the money come from? If 
our churches are grown so poor, at the outset, that they must 
part with the luxuries and conveniences of life, and the articles 
of dress which every body wears, how shall we increase the ex- 


pense?’ Thisis all folly. As we said of men, so we say of 


money. Ask the churches for it, and they will give. Why, 
41* 
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brethren, we have made comparatively, no effort at all; and all 
our missionaries have been thus far supported. And if, at any 
future time, the spirit of American Baptists should begin to burn 
within them, and prompt them to do a quarter only, or even the 
whole of their duty tothe heathen, by sending out half a dozen 
agents, men of like energy with those who seek for missionaries, 
we shall see that we have money enough. The wheels of our 
chariot will never need to stand still, when our inclination is to go. 

When these difficulties are removed, it will be said—‘ we are 
but the common people ; we can accomplish nothing. The men 
at the head of our societies, our pastors, our agents, and 
our men of trust must do the work. And if they are inefficient 
men, not doing their duty, it is not our business.’ But, breth- 
ren, it zs your business. Who put those men into their official 
stations, but vourselves? And who, but yourselves is it, that 
forbears to raise the voice of dissatisfaction, if you are indeed 
dissatisfied? If there is not energy in your operations, it is your 
own fault. _ Do your duty to its extent; and though you be a 
private man, you can create a fretting and chafing in the com- 
munity, that shall pervade all ranks of society. ‘Though you 
deem yourself insignificant, yet you have a voice, which you 
can make to be heard, and an influence, which you can make 
to be felt, through this whole nation. Brethren, if your great 
men are not qualified for their places, it is your own fault; and 
you are responsible for the error. You must awake. By con- 
versation, by writing in the periodical papers, by prayer, by do- 
ing all known duty in respect to the salvation of the world, you 
must show that you regard yourselves, and are ready to improve 
the talents which God has put into your hands. You must fix in 
your stations of trust men of might, and of untiring energy ; 
and’ sustain them in all their operations, Venture great things, 
and God will bestow great blessings. 


CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH. 


How are we then to contend for the faith? We must first submit 
the articles of our own belief to a rigid examination, in the light of 
the holy scriptures: from them must all our knowledge and practice 
be derived, if we would please God, and maintain his truth before 
men. Our proneness to follow the guidance of our own reason, or 
indolently to take for granted what others believe, will make this less 
easy than at first sight it seems, We must contend for the faith in 
the first instance with ourselves against our pride, selfishness and 
mental inactivity ; against unhallowed speculation on the one hand, 
and unchristian indifference on the other. No article of the christian 
faith, no, peculiarity of practice should be regarded as our own, till 
we can give some reason for it, and rest it on some communication 
made by God in his blessed word, Every christian is capable of in- 
vestigating wat he hears in the sanctuary on all subjects of practi- 
cal interest and importance ; and it behoves us to avail ourselves of 
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this capacity. The bible is so plain that a wayfaring man, though a 
fool, shall not err,who studies it with diligent and faithful care: such 
studies will depend on the earnestness with which we follow after 
faith and a good conscience. The great design of religion unques- 
tionably is to fit us for God and heaven, by purifying our hearts and 
impressing there the divine image ; it accomplishes this design how- 
ever, by illuminating the mind as well as by raising the affections to 
God and spiritual things. It affects the heart, through the under- 
Standing and judgment. True it is that some persons seem entirely 
pious and holy, whose knowledge is exceedingly shallow, and whose 
minds receive but little accession of light. In most cases, however, 
their piety is only a negative excellence ; or it acquires its eminence 
from the striking contrast it offers to the dullness and inactivity of 
the natural character. Réligion opens a ficld for the range of the 
finest powers of intellect; and certainly that man will experience most 
of its energy and enjoy its richest blessings, whose careful eye expa- 
tiates with the greatest freedom over its beauties; who adds to his 
virtue, knowledge ; and in whose heart “the word of Christ dwells 
richly in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.”—New Bap. Mis. 


THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS. 
A DIALOGUE. 


CHRISTIAN, 
Spirits of light! why come ye here, 
From yonder blest abode? 
Why do ye seek this lowly sphere, 
And leave your home with God? 


Oh, will ye minister to me, 
When life’s sad course is 0’er? 
Shall I heaven’s brightest glories see, 
And Christ, my Lord, alae’ 


Love ye to visit mortal pain? a dace ANGELS. 

Choose ye this vale of wo? Christian, our ministry shall last 
What, angels, can your thoughts enchain,| _ Through all thy mortal woes, 

To make you wander so? Guarding thee, till thy pains are past, 


Till all thy sorrows close ; 
ANGELS. 


Christian, whose bosom swells with grief, This‘is the errand we perform 
We come to comfort you; This is the work we do; 
We untied. We stay amid affliction’s storm, 


This is the work we do. And bring thee safely through. 


These are the messages we love; 
This our employ shall be, 

Till all the holy meet above, 
From sin and sorrow free. 


CHRISTIAN. 
Spirits of tenderness! who burn 
With love to God, my King ; 
Still go ye and to me return, 


CHRISTIAN. And words of mercy bring. 
Spirits of purity and peace! Still soothe my bosom, when I weep, 
Oh, say, how can ye dwell Angels, whom Jesus sends ; 
Amid the roar of stormy seas, Support me through the stormy deep, 
And crime’s polluting spell? And stay, till sorrow ends. 
ANGELS. 


Christian, we shield you from your foes, Christian, your God will send us still 


We soothe your panting breast ; To shield and comfort you; 
We lead where sorrow never flows— | And joy will in our bosoms thrill, 


To worlds of endless rest. While this blest work we do. 
CHRISTIAN. These are the messages we love— 
Spirits of harmony and love! This our employ shall be, 
Ye of the rapid wing! Till all the holy meet above, 
Say, will ye bear my soul above, From sin and sorrow free. 
Where ransomed sinners sing? 8. F. &. 
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od responding Secretary should be directed to the same place. 


we brought with us from Kyouk 
Phyoo, appeared very well during 
this excursion ; we hope he has got 
Excursion to Tenasserim. the beginning of grace, and that he 


“a will be among the saved. We 
E Since the last date, Mrs. Wade were gone from Mergui twelve 


i and myself have been on a tour to days ; and returned yesterday morn- 
i 7 Tenasserim, which was formerly a ing. 
large city, but now contains about 


Rev. Mr. Wane’s Journat. 
| Mergui, Jan. 4th 1832. 


= 


2 


seventy houses. I kept no journal 
while there, because I saw nothing 
particularly interesting or encour- 
aging. We expected the Karens 
from different villages in the vicin- 
ity would meet us there, to hear the 
gospel. On our arrival, therefore, 
we sent to them in different direc- 
tions ; but they disappointed us by 
not coming. I suppose they had 
not yet finished their harvest, and 
the hurry of business prevented 
them. The inhabitants of the town 
were astonishingly indifferent to 
the object of our coming, and very 
few of them listened at all. Al- 
most invariably, as soon as we be- 
gan to speak about religion to any 
one, he would say he had business 
somewhere, and would go away 
immediately. We however dis- 
persed a few tracts about the town, 
which, we hope, will in time do 
some good. The three boatmen 
who went with us listened remark- 
ably well, and attended prayers 
with us every evening. Moung 
Shway-long, a young man whom 


Tracts distributed. 


5th. Left Mergui in a hired 
boat with three hired men and Pas- 
tor Ing, with the intention of visit- 
ing the different villages at the 
mouths of the rivers and creeks, 
between Mergui and Tavoy. In 
the evening, reached The-yah-wah, 
a village containing about thirty 
houses. In the morning, went 
ashore to preach and distribute 
tracts. 

6th. Left the above-mentioned 
village at 10 o’clock inthe morning. 
In the course of the day, passed an 
island where is a small village of 
fishermen ; here we gave tracts at 
every house. At night, reached 
the mouth of Palah river. 

7th. Early this morning went 
up the rivera few miles to Palah 
village. ‘This village contains six- 
ty or seventy houses. Here the 
people gave good attention, and - 
many took tracts. Left Palah a 
little after noon, and arrived at the 
mouth of Palaw river at sunset: 
here we waited for the tide, and 
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went up to Palaw village in the 
night. 

8th. It being Lord’s day, we re- 
mained in Palaw all day. The vil- 
lage is large and finely situated, 
the land being high and not far 
from the sea. Here we foundsome 
who gave good attention, and left 
tracts in nearly half tlie houses in 
the place. 

9th. This morning left Palaw, 
and about noon reached Kantee. 
Here we found listeners, and the 
villagers generally took tracts. 
Staid here between two and three 
hours, and went on to Pyenboo, a 
village on the sea-shore, where we 
remained over night, preached and 
gave away above thirty tracts. 

10th. Went to Kanmaw, a vil- 
lage on the sea-shore about 10 
miles from Pyenboo. Here we 
spent the day, and gave tracts at 
every house. The people gave 
very good attention. 

12th. Went up the river in the 
night with the tide, and reached 
‘Tavoy between 9 and 10 in the 
gerne. Found sister Boardman 

with another attack of her old 
‘complaint. Brother Mason left 3 
or 4 days ago for the Karen jungle, 
so that, in all probability, I shall 
miss of seeing him. 

15th. Spent my time here in 
revising the Burman translation of 
Isaiah, in talking to occasional 
visitors, writing letters and preach- 
ing a discourse every evening. 
To-day, being Sabbath, preached 
two discourses. The assembly in 
the morning was large, but consist- 
edchiefly of the disciples and chil- 
dren of the schools. The schools 
here appear to be in a flourishing 
state and promise much. 


Return to Mergui. 


27th. Left Tavoy five days ago, 
andarrived in Mergui to day,— 
found the work had been going on, 
and that there had been some en- 
couraging appearances during my 
shots E> Man-poke and his wife 
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had gone out daily to my zayat 
and frequently had many hearers. 

29th. Lord’s day. Our assem- 
bly for worship is very small; but 
we have the satisfaction of know- 
ing that they are sincere, A na- 
tive female, whom I have formerly 
called Mrs. Wade’s visitor, whose 
name is Mah Gong, attends con- 
stantly at evening worship as well 
as on Lord’s days ; and for some 
time past has given decided evi- 
dence of piety. The grandmother 
of Moung Ing’s wife, a very aged 
woman, has just come from ey 
a village which we visited between 
here and Tavoy, attended worship 
to-day, and seems inclined to em- 
brace the truth. After having 
lived in utter ignorance for more 
than 80 years, there is hope, that 
at this late period of her life, she 
will cast away her idols and turn to 
the living God. Moung Ing’s 
mother, who is also old, and has 
been all her life a Catholic, thinks 
much of being baptized. I think 
she has got religion at heart. A 
woman, also at one of the near vil- 
lages, gives evidence of piety. 

‘Feb. 3d. Finished revising the 
translation of Isaiah. An old blind 
woman, who attended worship with — 
us one or two Sabbaths, has been 
shamefully abused and persecuted 
by a number of unprincipled oppo- 
sers, though they pretended to be . 
acting under the authority of the 
Burman head-man of the place. 
She was so oppressed that she 
seemed to be partially deranged, 
and set out alone to go into the 
jungle. The head-man, fearing 
the consequences, sent and per- 
suaded her to return; since which 
she has been allowed to remain 
quiet, but she does not venture to 
come to worship again as yet. 

4th. Went with Mrs. Wade and 
two native sisters to a village about 
two miles distant and spent the 
day in azayat; few however listen- 
ed. One man professed to be con- 
vinced that what we said was truth; 
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and promised to come to our house 
and listen again in two or three 
days. Oh, when will the Holy Spir- 
it be poured out with power upon 
these people, and there be a general 
excitement to religion in these dark 
regions, as is sometimes the case in 
our own country? When will 
these dry bones live ? | 
5th. Lord’s day. Four persons 
asked for baptism, viz., Mah Gong, 
Moung Long, (the Aracanese) 
Moung Ing’s wife’s grandmother, 
and MahO. The last is a woman 
who came from Tavoy with Moung 
Ing; she, with her husband, have 
been under serious impressions for 
some time past. The first only, of 
the four, was received; the others 
were advised to wait alittle longer, 
not being quite clear on some 
wee of doctrine. I had Moung 
ng administer the ordinance, as he 
is to be the Pastor of the church, 
in case of our going to any other 
station. 


Call for Tracts. 


7th. Went to a zayat in a part 
of the town where I have not been 
before, and had. a larger com- 
pany of listeners than any day be- 
fore, since I came to Mergui. 
carried a large bundle of tracts; 
but had not enough to supply all 
their demands. Mrs. Wade has 
gone in the boat to a village where 
there are one or two women, who 
profess to believe, 

8th. Full of company again to- 
day, and gave away about 40 tracts. 

9th. Fewer people and no de- 
mand for tracts; but do not con- 
sider this a discouragement; for 
nearly all the neighborhood have 
been with me two days, and [ 
think every house is supplied with 
tracts. 

10th. To-day Mrs. W. return- 
ed from her excursion, and says 
that she met with good encourage- 
ment in the village she visited. 

llth. Had a good number of 
hearers, and some that inquired 


as if they were in earnest—gave 
away about 30 tracts. Moung Ing 
says he had more hearers, and gave 
away more tracts than usual. 

14th. As the time has elapsed 
which we proposed spending in 
Mergui, we are making _ prepara- 
tions to return to Maulmein; not 
expecting however to remain there, 
but to go wherever the brethren 
shall advise. Whether this will 
be to Rangoon, Aracan or Siam, we 
cannot.say ; but suppose they will 
give Rangoon the preference. We 
wish to know, and do the will of 
God, and have made the matter the 
subject of many prayers and much 
consideration. We can expect the 
blessing of God only when we do 
his will. Mrs. W. has had slight 
returns of her old fever, several 
times, and we much fear we shall 
be sent out of the field altogether ; 
but God will order all for the best. 

15th. A full zayat, and a great- 
er demand for tracts than usual: 
Ko-Man-poke remained some time 
after I left, reasoning with the peo- 
ple, and distributing tracts, partic- 
ularly to those who came from a 
distance. 

19th. Had the privilege once 
more of assisting in the adminis- 
tration of the holy ordinance of bap- 
tism. The candidates were Moung 
Long and Mah O, both of whom 
have been mentioned above. It 
was indeed a very interesting time ; 
a large concourse of natives fol- 
lowed us to the water, and I took 
the opportunity of addressing them 
from the last words of our Saviour, 
“He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved, &c.” The assem- 
bly was perfectly still, and listened 
with all the attention I should ex- 
pect from a European congregation. 
This was the largest audience I 
have ever had the pleasure of ad- 
dressing in a heathen land. The 
ordinance was administered hy Pas- 
tor Ing. 

23d. Went to azayat in another 
part of the town, where I had about 
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20 persons, some of whom seemed 
really interested in the news of sal- 
vation through Jesus Christ ; and all 
listened with rather more than usual 
attention. They were fishermen ; 
and, according to Gaudama’s doc- 
trine, there is no possible way for 
such to escape hell; so that they 
were a little more disposed to listen 
to the terms of salvation through 
Christ, than many others. We find 
it here, as at home, that those who 
have the most righteousness of 
their own, are farthest from the 
kingdom of keaven. The man 
mentioned the 4th of this month, 
came to Moung Ing’s to day, and de- 
clares himself a settled believer in 
Christ. He has a great trial with his 
wife, who is much opposed, and 
threatens a separation from him, if he 
enters this religion. He says, how- 
ever, he must enter, as he firmly be- 
lieves that in Christ are the words of 
eternal life. 


Debate with natives. 


25th. Yesterday and to-day, 
had one or two among my hearers, 
who considered themselves some- 
what wiser than the common 
people; andI made the origin of 
the Burman sacred books the sub- 
ject of discussion. But they were 
so blinded with prejudice, that they 
were quite incapable of enterin 
into an impartial discussion. i 
told them if I had lived at the time 
the priests wrote these books, I 
should have asked them, what 
authority they had for their state- 
ments. You say Gaudama taught 
this and that ; but how do you know 
all this? Did you ever see Gau- 
dama? They must have answer- 
ed, “No, for Gaudama had been 
dead more than 450 years.” Then 
1 would have asked them whether 
they ever met with any person 
who had seen Gaudama? They 
must have answered, “ No; for the 
life of man at that time, was 100 
years.” Then I would have asked, 
if Gaudama lived in their country ? 


They must have answered, “No; 
for these books were written in 
Ceylon, and Gaudama lived in Hin- 
dostan.” And I said, ‘ how is it that 
you believe a book, so utterly des- 
titute of any authenticity? For 
these writers never pretended to 
any thing like inspiration, neither 
was there any one to inspire 
them; inasmuch as Gaudama was 
not only dead, but, as you suppose, 
utterly annihilated.’ All the an- 
swer they could make to this, was, 
by asking me if I had ever seen 
Jesus Christ, or had ever met with 
any one who had seen him? [ 
told them this question was wholly 
irrelevant; for 1 was not the writer 
of the scriptures. I did not re- 
quire that they should have seen 
Gaudama; but that the writers of 
the Bedagat should have seen him ; 
and if they asked me whether the 
writers of the N. T. had seen Je- 
sus Christ, I could say, yes. All 
this however seemed like beating 


the air. Tradition is capable of 


entirely blinding the eye of boast- 
ing reason. In nothing is the 
curse of God, which rests upon 
idolaters, more visible, than in the 
blinding of: their reason. 

26th. At worship to-day, had 
one new hearer, a female, who has 
shown some disposition lately to 
attend to the concerns of her soul. 
She has lately been learning to 
read under Mrs. Wade’s super- 
intendence; but has never attend- 
ed worship until two evenings past ; 
the first evening she did not bow 
down in prayer, (the Burman mode 
in worshipping,) but last evening 
she did, and also to-day. She gave 
— good attention to the 
sermon. [trust she begins to be 
serious. Her name is Mah So. 


Dangerous voyage. 

March 2nd. For the week past, 
have been — arrangements 
to go to Rangoon, having received 
letters from Maulmein, which show 
that bro: Judson and Kincaid think 
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it our duty to do so. We have en- 

ed a Burman boat to take us as 
ar as Maulmein, and expect to get 
off to-morrow. 

9th. On the 4th inst. we 
left Mergui in the Burman boat; 
had a fine wind, and were getting 
on rapidly towards Tavoy, when, 
about 3 o’clock in the afternoon we 
sprung aleak ; we bailed the water 
with a jar, holding near three pails 
full,as fast as three men could dip out 
and pour over the side of the boat ; 
yet the water still gained upon us. 
At this time there was a_ small 
island about 2 miles to leeward. 
We stood for the island and made 
all possible sail, intending to run 
the boat ashore at the nearest point, 
if we could keep above water long 
enough; though this would be ex- 
tremely dangerous on account of 
the rocks and surf. In these trying 
circumstances, we cried unto the 
Lord and he heard us; for by re- 
moving a few articles,we found the 
.eak and succeeded in stopping it, 
so far as to enable us to go round 
the point of the island, and run the 
boat ashore in a safe place. Had 
this circumstance occurred in the 
night, or had we not been near 
that island, or had not the wind 
been fair to take us thither, or had 
a couple of Chinese passengers 
not been on board to assist the 
boatmen, (of whom there were 
only four) nothing but a miracle 
could have saved us; and it seemed 
little less than a miracle that all 
these things (contingencies in them- 
selves) should have been so com- 
bined. We felt, in some measure, 
that our deliverance was immedi- 
ately fron God. Having got the 
boat safe, ashore we repaired her 
as well as we could. The next 
morning we resumed our voyage, 
and went as far as Pyenboo, a dis- 
tance of about 20 miles; had a fine 
wind, and nothing unpleasant oc- 
curred ; but we thought it necessa- 
ry to put into Pyenboo and give 
the boat a more thorough repair. 


The next day repaired the boat and 
went on by an inner passage to 
Kanman, a distance of about 10 
miles, Here we staid over night, 
and, early the next morning, put to 
sea again. Soon after sunrise, a 
northerly wind set in, and contin- 
ued to blow very fresh all day, 
which raised a tremendous sea; 
and our boat, soon after noon, be- 
gan to labor hard. Still we kept 
on, until we came nearly abreast of 
Tavoy point. Here, on the eastern 
shore, is a long reef of rocks, 
where many, many boats have been 
destroyed; these were to the lee- 
ward of us, and we found the wind 
would not allow us to clear them. 
Now the boatmen began to con- 
sult on what to do; some said, cast 
anchor and wait for a change of 
wind; the rest said, by no means; 
we are scarcely able to keep above 
water while under way, how do you 
think we could ride at anchor? I 
thought it best to let them have 
their own way ; and they soon con- 
cluded to put back and get in some 
te of shelter as soon as possible. 

ut to do this we had a long, long 
way to run, and the wind and sea 
were continually increasing; the 
boat was dashed from wave to 
wave with great violence, the sea 
sometimes breaking over into the 
boat, which, being without a deck, 
it seemed, every moment, as if we 
must have been swallowed up. 
When we came back to Kanman 
and Pyenboo, we found it impossi- 
ble to put into either of these 
places, without great hazard, on 
account of sand banks; on which, 
if we had struck, the first dash 
must have stove the boat; so we 
still kept out, wishing to get round 
a point of Jand some miles ahead, 
where we could put in, with safety. 
Our boatmien were much alarmed 
and more than once proposed run- 
ning the boat ashore; but»I saw 
no probability of being saved in 
that way. They also proposed 
making more sail; but this I saw, 


it 
| 
ae 
é 
4 
fe 
ae 
be 
seve 
rh, a 
“Ko 
ts 
al 
~ ‘ 
4 
¢ 
by 
wh 
44 
: 
a 
Wah 
>) 
oF 
ery. 
4 
# 
5 
it - 
re | 
Fig 
‘ 
bs 


Foreign Missionary Register. 393 


was in consequence of fear, and 
an anxiety to get to a place of shel- 
ter as soon as possible. In this, 
therefore, I interfered, knowing that 
a greater press of sail would only 
drive her under the sea, and hasten 
our destruction. When we were 
several miles from any land, they 
thought from the appearance of 
the sea that the water was shallow; 
and putting down a pole, to our 
great astonishment, found only two 
cubits. It seemed then that the 
last moment had some ;—I gave up 
all hope. However, we instantly 
hauled up, as close as we could to 
the wind, (without knowing wheth- 
er it was right or wrong,) and for 
some moments we were in awful 
suspense ; expecting every instant 
to strike. But, directed by Provi- 
dence, we soon deepened our 
water; still we kept close on the 
wind, and stood for the western 
shore. This was many miles dis- 
tant; but we seemed to go ahead 
with amazing rapidity, and got 
under the lee of the western shore, 
so soon, that I was much impressed 
with the passage in John’s Gospel, 
* Immediately the ship was at the 
land whither they went.” When 
we were thus in safety, I looked 
back on our merciful deliverance 
with heartfelt gratitude to God. 
During this season of great dan- 
ger, I had no distvessing fears about 
my final state. I felt, in some 
measure, reconciled to die then, 
and in that awful manner. Mrs. 
Wade was remarkably calm and 
even joyful; so that she. sung the 
following lines during the time of 
our greatest danger: _ 
** Pilgrim, see that stream before thee, 
Darkly winding through the vale ; 
Should its deadly waves o’erflow thee, 
Then would not thy courage fail ? 
No, that stream has nothing frightful, 
Thither now my steps I bend; 
There to plunge will be delightful, 
There my pilgrimage will end.” 

We thought it however our duty 
to pray for the preservation of our 
lives; and God ta us that he 


is a prayer hearing God. ‘ Hither- 
to the Lord hath helped us.’ I feel 
my faith and confidence in the good 
providence of God over us increas- 
ed. As we were now much nearer 
Mergui than Tavoy, we thought 
we had better return and wait for 
some vessel; so the next morning 
we continued our way back to this 
place, and arrived at evening. On 
reaching this place I paid the boat- 
men 20 rupees, which we thought 
they well deserved. The boatmen 
said it was an extraordinary time, 
and what we had no reason to ex- 
pect at this season of the year. 
16th. Just returned from Kyouk 
Pyah; a village about ten miles 
from Mergui, which Mrs. W. ac- 
companied by the native Christians, 
visited about a month ago. I, with 
Moung Ing and his wife, spent two 
days in this and a neighboring 
village. The first evening a large 
assembly came together, and lis- 


tened about an hour, quite atten- - 


tively,to my preaching ; after which, 
a free discussion took place. The! 
next day, had a few listeners who 
called occasionally, to whom we 
read and explained out of the 
scriptures.’ 


Tender Conscience of a Disciple. 
19th. Monday. Yesterday was 


our communion § season. The. 


church spent a day of fasting and 
prayer, by way of preparation for 
the solemn ordinance. When we 
came around the table, I read and 
explained a part of the 11th of Ist 
Corinthians ; it seemed to make a 
solemn impression on their minds ; 
one of the new sisters durst not 
partake, lest she should do it un- 
worthily. I encouraged her; but 
she said she sometimes got angry 
with a little servant girl of hers, and 
durst not partake until she could 
overcome this sin. To-day, as I 
was coming through the Bazar, I 
found two men reading the ‘ view 
of the christian religion,’ which I 
had given about a month ago; 
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when they saw me they requested 
me to come in. I did so, and had 
a long conversation with them. 
The View had made a good im- 
pression upon their minds, and 
they asked for other books, which 
I gave them ; one other man also 
listened, and asked for books. 
Mah Shway So gives evidence of 
true piety: but her situation is 
such as does not allow her to be 
baptized. 

March 25th. Lord’s day. We 
have very lately had an exchange 
in the European soldiers of this 
station, and to-day, by the request 
of the commanding officer, I at- 
tended worship with them. Our 
native assembly was the same as 
usual. Moung Shway Long, who 
was lately baptized, is dangerously 
ill ; but his faith seems to stand firm. 
29. Left Mergui in the steamer 
Diana, for Maulmein. 4 
-3ist. This evening landed at 


‘Maulmein, having been blessed 


with a remarkably quick and com- 
fortable passage. The same hour 
of our arrival, the Capt. sent me a 
note, saying he was ordered to 
leave for Rangoon on the morrow ; 
so we concluded to embrace this 
opportunity of going to that place ; 
and having advised with our 
brethren, sent the Captain word 
accordingly. 

April 3d. Arrived in Rangoon, 
and went into the house with bro. 
Kincaid. Quite a number of the 
disciples have heard of our arrival 
and have been to see us; but they 
seem rather timid. 


Yours, very sincerely, 


J. WADE. 
Rev. Dr. Boxes. 


BURMAN TESTAMENT. 


By a late arrival from Calcutta, a 
letter has been received from Mr. Ben- 
nett, dated Maulmein, March 4, 1882, 
of which the following is an extract. 
It should be remembered that the New- 
Testament has hitherto circulated in 


Burmah, only in detached portions.— 
Hereafter we hope there will be no 
dearth of the bread of life. Before the 


present moment, four presses are prob- 
ably at work, by which the knowledge 


of salvation may be spread throughout 
the empire, and the blessings of Christi- 
anity carried to every door. 


“J write now to say that the New 
Testament is commenced in good 
earnest, and I hope to be able to 
redeem my engagement, Provi- 
dence permitting, to have it com- 
pleted by the 3Ist Dec. 1832— 
sooner, if possibie. Our efforts 
will be mostly directed to this, 
until it is completed. 

Tracts, however, to a certain 
extent, must be printed. I find 
they are nearly all distributed.” 


INDIAN STATIONS. 


Several letters of great interest, have 
lately been received from our Indian 
stations. The gospel has become more 
than usually successful in the conversion 
of sinners. Among the remnants of the 
first inhabitants of America, God is 
raising up a generation for his praise. 
While Burmah stands first in our affec- 
tions, it is the part of Christians to 
rejoice in, and promote the conversion 
of the heathen generally, wherever they 
are found. We present the following ex- 
tracts. 


VALLEY TOWNS STATION. 


In a letter from Rev. Evan Jones, da- 
ted Sept. 7th, 1832, after several remarks 
on other matters, he proceeds thus: 

“JT shail be glad of an answer, as 
soon as convenient, on the subject 
of employing more of the native 
brethren, to assist in carrying the 
gospel into all the settlements in 
the mountains. 

We have a native brother ona 
visit with us, named Jesse Bushy- 
head, who lives about 75 miles west 
of this place. He became con- 
vinced of his duty with regard to 
baptism, about three years ago, 
by reading the Scriptures alone; 
the professors of religion in his 
neighborhood being all Pedobap- 
tists, and he unacquainted with 
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Baptists, and they with him. Hear- 
ing, however, of a Baptist meeting 
about twenty miles distant, he 
-went there, told them the exer- 
cises of his mind, and was bap- 
tized. A brother who was pres- 
ent at the time, and who lived in 
Tennessee, on the other side of 
Hiwassee, from the Nation, soon 
after commenced visiting the 
neighborhood of our Cherokee 
brother, once a month; the word 
was blessed to several Cherokees, 
and whites. 

About 16 months ago, they were 
constituted achurch. They have 
now 19 Cherokee, 11 white, and 
5 black members, baptized in the 
Nation, and 5 whites and 33 
blacks, received by letters from 
other churches.” 

. Jesse Bushyhead, above mentioned, is 
a full Cherokee, who has a good ac- 

uaintance, both with the English and 

herokee languages. ‘‘ He devotes ev- 
ery Saturday and Sabbath to instructin 


his people in the way of salvation, an 
has frequent meetings at other times.”’ 


| Valley Towns, Sept. 10. 
Rev. Sir, 

I have sincere pleasure to add 
to former communications, good 
news of the continued prosperity 
of the pleasure of the Lord, in 
the hands of the Redeemer. + 

Our meeting at the mission 
house, commenced on Saturday. 
Bro. Bushyhead preached quite 
an intelligent and _ interesting 
discourse, which was listened to 
with much attention. On Sab- 
bath morning, twelve full Chero- 
kees presented themselves for 
membership. With regard to all 
but one, we were encouraged 
to hope that the Lord had com- 
menced a work of grace in their 
minds. Concerning four, how- 
ever, we judged it prudent to de- 
fer their baptism for a while. 
Seven—four males and three fe- 
males, were received and baptized. 
Much tenderness of feeling was 


apparent at the administration of 


the ordinance, 


Bro. Bushyhead preached a 
serious and impressive discourse 
before baptism. Afterwards I 

reached through brother John 

imson. A solemn seriousness 
pervaded the assembly; and at 
the conclusion, several came for- 
ward to manifest their desire to 
seek the salvation of their souls. 
Bro. Bushyhead preached again 
at night, and again this morning, 
in a very affecting strain, It is 
cause of gratitude to God that he 
is raising up instruments to carry 
on his work of mercy among the 
Cherokees. 


Valley Towns, Oct. 4. 
Dear Sir, 

The stoppage of the mail route 
has prevented me from writing to 
Dr. Bolles, to communicate the 
intelligence of three more Chero- 
kee females being brought into 
the visible fold of the heavenly 
shepherd. ‘They were baptized 
at Long Town, on Sabbath, Sept. 
16th. A large congregation was 
present, and many appeared much 
interested; especially at the admin- 
istration of the Lord’s supper. 
A considerable number of deepl 
affected mourners came forward, 
to express their desire to become 
followers of the Lord Jesus. 

On the 23d of Sept. we had a sac- 
ramental meeting at Oodeluhee. 
When I reached the place, on Sat- 
urday, I was agreeably surprised 
to find, canal for the occasion, 
not a shelter, as had been done at 
some other places, but a neat lit- 
tle hewed log meeting-house, fill- 
ed with seats, and a platform 
fixed for a pulpit. This is the first 
house erected in these mountains 
for the exclusive purpose of the 
worship of Jehovah. No white 
man, nor any one who can speak 
English, had any hand in the 
projection or execution of the 
work. ‘Twelve months ago, all 
concerned in it were in the dark- 
ness of heathenism, without 
hope, and without God in the 
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world. Truly, those who were 
not a people, are now the people 


God. 


The meeting was interesting, 
and favored, I trust, with some 
degree of the presence of the 
Lord. At the conclusion, a good 
number came forward to express 


. the anxiety they felt for the sal- 


vation of their souls. Among 
them were several children. 

Some white people were pres- 
ent, to whom ! distributed Eng- 
lish tracts, furnished by the boun- 
ty of the Am. Tr. Soc. ° 

I shall soon be looking for a 
letter from you, respecting your 
visit to this place. I read your 
letter to our people. They were 
highly gratified to learn the great 
interest taken in their welfare by 
their northern friends, and they 
anticipate much pleasure and 
profit, in conversing with you in 
person. 

The cabin I mentioned last 
spring, as having been commenc- 
ed, we were obliged, on acceunt of 
the business of spring and summer, 
to defer finishing till a more leisure 


season: and as we have now the 


pleasing prospect of the arrival of 
a brother, capable of taking charge 
of the school department, I have 
judged it best to remove that 
cabin to a _ convenient’ spot, 
about 500 yards from the present 
buildings, for my own family; as 
the house room we have at pres- 
ent, will all be needed for the 
teacher’s family, and the school 
children. And J think, when you 


arrive, you will probably judge it 


expedient to have the mee log 
building finished inside; but as 
that cannot be done this fall, it 
need not now be decided on. 


Valley Towns, Oct. 31. 

Rev. Sir, 

I have unfeigned pleasure to in- 
form yoo that on Sabbath last, four 
Cherokee females, one of them a 
little girl, ten or eleven years old, 
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made a credible profession of 
faith in Christ: also my son Sam- 
uel, who has for more than a year, 
given hopeful evidence of a 
change of heart, related the ex- 
ercises of his mind to the church, 
and, with the above, was baptized 
in the name of the adorable 
Trinity. Jt was a season of much 
affectionate feeling, especially to 
myself: and I trust it will long 
be remembered with gratitude. 

We are anxiously looking for 
tidings of our friends, who, we 
hope, are either on their way 
here, or preparing to be so.* | 

I hope also, we shall not be 
disappointed of a visit from our 
honored friend, the Treasurer. I 
think it very important to the sta- 
— that he should come if possi- 

e. 

I lately received a letter from 
the Am. Tr. Soc., with advice of 
a donation, at your suggestion, of 
20,000 pages of tracts. These 
will be quite an acquisition, as we 
have frequent opportunities for 
distributing them among persons 
by whom they are greatly needed. 
The Society also generously of- 
fers to defray the expense of print- 
ing tracts for circulation, in the 
Cherokee language. The de- 
mand for the part of scripture 
already published, is increasing. 


ARKANSAS,—CREEK NATION. 


Rev. Mr. McCoy writes, 


*‘T enjoyed a blessed season in 
Arkansas with our excellent mis- 
sionary brethren, Davis and Lewis. 
They are both men of good sense, 
and ardent piety ; and are devoted 
to their labors of love, in teaching 
sinners the way to heaven. I 
had written Mr. Lewis twice, but 


*Intelligence was received several 
days since, of the arrival of Mr. and 
Mrs. Butterfield and Miss Rayner, at 
Savannah; and they have probably al- 
ready joined the missionary station, to 
which they were appointed. 
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neither of my communications 
had reached him. He was in a 
land of strangers, and pennyless, 
without knowing when I would 
arrive to afford him relief. Nev- 
ertheless, he went to work with 
Mr. Davis. They preached a- 
mong the Creeks, and visited from 
house to house; and before I 
reached them, they had fixed up- 
on a day for the constitution of a 
Baptist church. In this constitu- 
tion, I had the happiness of assist- 
ing, on the 9thinst. The church 
consisted of Rev. Mr. Lewis and 
wife, missionaries, John Davis, 
Creek Indian, and missionary, 
and three black men, (Quash, 
Bob, and Ned,) slaves to the 
Creeks, who had been baptized 
on the east of Mississippi. ‘The 
church took the mame of the 
Muscogee Baptist church. Mr. 
Lewis preached in the forenoon, 
and I preached at another place 
in the afternoon; and bro. Davis, 
besides interpreting, prayed, and 
exhorted, in both Indian and En- 
glish. This was a good day to us 
all.. We had no artifice employ- 
ed to occasion excitement of 
feelings ; nevertheless, we retired 
from our meeting place, not only 
with solemn countenances, but 
many faces, both black and red, 
were suffused with tears, and ev- 
ery heart seemed to be filled. 
For myself, 1 felt like seeking a 
place to weep tears of gratitude 
to God, for allowing me to wit- 
ness a gospel-church formed, 
under such auspicious circum- 
stances, in the Indian Territory, 
towards which we have so long 
directed our chief attention with 
deep solicitude. | 
On the oa Saturday eve- 
ning, the church heard the rela- 
tion of two black people, whom 
they believed to be Christians; 
but as they were members of the 
Presbyterian church, their bap- 
tism was deferred, to allow them 


43* 


time to give due notice of their 
desire to join us. Two Creeks 
were received, on relation of a 
work of grace on their hearts, as 
candidates for baptism—one of 
them, a man of about twenty-five 
years of age, the other a youth 
of sixteen, both lovely in appear- 
ance. Bro. Davis interpreted for 
them. ‘Ten others, some of them 
red, but mostly black people, came 
forward and conversed with the 
church, and desired baptism, 
whom we thought it not proper to 
admit. ‘There were, perhaps, ten 
or fifteen others who would have 
offered themselves, had not the 
evening been too short for us to 
attend to them. 

On Sunday, the 16th, we assem- 
bled on the bank of Virdigus river. 
I preached on the subject of bap- 
tism, and bro. Davis interpreted. 
After this we descended to the. 
river, singing 

** Jesus and shall it ever be.” 


Then we added remarks, sing-. 
ing, and prayer, and beheld bro, 
Lewis baptize our two Indians. 
These are the first baptisms that 
have occurred in the Indian terri- 
tory. At’the interval of the bap-° 
tisms, the religious upon the bank, 
struck up an anthem, both the 
words and tune of which, I should 
think might have been composed 
by themselves— 


** Love and serve the Lord, Hallelujah.”’ 


We then retired half a mile to 
the grove in which the church had 
been constituted, and there ad- 
ministered the Lord’s supper. 
A larger assembly, it was thought, 
had not been seen upon a worship- 
ing occasion, in this tribe. 

Br. Davis interpreted the services 
of the whole day, so that all under- 
stood. Never did a congregation 
conduct with more decorum, and 
seldom has one appeared more 
solemnly impressed with such 
services.” 
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THOMAS STATION. 
Detroit, Oct. 1, 1832. 


Dear Sir, 


Ten days since, I left home 
with three of our Indians, to attend 
the Michigan Baptist Association, 
which held its anniversary meet- 
ing last week, at Plymouth, 30 
miles from this city. I did not 
reach the place, till late of the 2d 
day of the meeting. An unusual 
number were present. Eight 
churches were added this year to 
the association, making double 
the number as stated last year. 
The minutes of last year men- 
tioned but seven or eight church- 
es, and now they number fifteen. 
Upwards of ninety had been 
added the past year by baptism. 
A Domestic Missionary Society 
was formed, auxiliary to the 
Home Missionary Society. 

Our church was received into 
the association. Our converts, viz. 
J. Going, J. Elliot, and an Indian, 
named Gosa, addressed the meet- 
ing, and related their feelings, 
and the feelings of their people. 


_ T assure you it was interesting to 


the assembly: many could not 
refrain from tears. They stated 
that they had walked a great 
ways, and had been very tired, to 
reach this place, to see and live 
with their elder white brethren. 
At the close of the meeting, 
friends offered to receive them 
into their families, to attend school 
during the winter. I left J. Go- 
ing, J. Elliot, and A. Judson. 
They are desirous to be useful to 
their countrymen. I trust this 
measure will eventuate, for the 
good of themselves, and their 
countrymen, The principal ob- 
ject is, that they may learn to 
speak English. , 

It rejoices our hearts to state, 
that recently, all the traders on 
our river, have entered into a 
written contract, to dispose of no 
more liquor on the river, after a 
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certain date, with the forfeiture of 
$500. Two of them have receiv- 
ed their supply for the season, 
but bought ne liquor to sell to the 
natives. 

I would propose to the Board 
that they send one efficient man 
to take the whole superintendency 
of the station, and give me the 
liberty to travel from village to 
village. ‘The field will be occu- 
pied, I fear, by the Catholics, 
should we not extend our labors. 
Pray for us. 

Your unworthy servant, 
SLATER. 


LETTER FROM REV. S. CORNELI- 
Us, TO THE TREASURER. 

The following letter will be truly 
cheering to our readers. The spirit of 
liberality and kindness, which it evin- 
ces in the members of another commu- 
nion, towards our own, is most gratifying 
to the feelings we love to cherish. Let 
it serve as a stimulus to American Bap- 
tists to give freely. Let it cover all nar- 
rowness of feeling in us with shame and 
blushes. And let us pray that heaven’s 
blessing may be peaees out most rich- 
ly on those, of whatever name, who are 
striving most zealously to build up the 
kingdom of Immanuel. 


Alexandria D. C. Oct. 22, 1832. 


My dear Brother, 

I have the pleasure of commu- 
nicating an instance of Christian 
liberality, which I am sure will be 
gratifying to you and the Board 
of Managers; as it is an expres- 
sion of confidence in them, as 
well as of love to our dear bro. 
Judson. 

Two gentlemen called upon me 
this evening,—one of them be- 
longing to the Methodist church, 
and residing in Westmoreland 
Co., Va.; the other belonging to 
one of the Presbyterian church- 
esin thistown. They said they had 
both been deeply interested in 
the history of Mr. Judson’s toils 
and sufferings, and success, and . 
had a desire to aid him in the 
glorious cause, to which his life is 
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devoted. They desired me to ac- 
cept $100 for this purpose, ($50 
from each,) which is subject to 
your orders, to be applied at the 
discretion of the Board, to the 
Burman mission. When, a few 
months ago, I had the pleasure 
of sending you a like sum, for the 
same object, contributed by a 
member of the church to which 
I have the honor of ministering, 
I could not suppress my feelings 
of thankfulness and joy: but this 
instance of love to the Saviour 
and his cause, from brethren diff- 
ering from us, and from each oth- 
er, in some particulars—this con- 
tribution of a Methodist and a 
Presbyterian, has awakened emo- 
tions as delightful, as they are in- 
describable. Perhaps I ought 
to apologize for troubling you 
with my reflections, on this occa- 
sion; the naked fact speaks more 
eloquently than words’ can 
speak. And what does it say? 
Does it not rebuke the spirit of 
‘selfishness and bigotry which has 
ruled more or less over all denom- 
inations of Christians? Doves it 
not say that the Head of the 
church is so disposing the minds 
of his people, that Ephraim shall 
no longer envy Judah, nor Judah 
ver Evhraim? Is it not another 
indication that the hour is coming, 
and now ts, when the true wor- 
shippers of God shall be of one 
heart, and of one soul, in their 
desires and efforts for the univer- 
sal diffusion of the light of evan- 
gelical truth ? 

I will only add, does it not 
particularly address the language 
of cheering and encouragement 
to our own Board of Managers ? 
I seem to hear the voice of him 
that sitteth on the throne, and who 
maketh all things new, in this 
providence, saying to us, “Lo I 
am with you.” e not afraid. 
Devise liberal things, and by lib- 
eral things ye shall stand. The 
silver and the gold are mine; and 
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if some of my people hold their 
peace, and withhold their assis- 
tance, deliverance shall arise from 
another quarter.—“ For the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord.” 

I ought to have observed, that 
the contributors have as much 
modesty as liberality; and have 
therefore desired that their names 
should not be mentioned. 

I desire an affectionate remem- 
brance to the acting Board, and 
assure them of my willingness 
to aid in any business in which 
they may have need of me. 

With Christian regard, I remain 
dear brother, your fellow-laborer 
in the kingdom of our Lord. 

S. Cornne ius. 


DESIGNATION OF MISSIONARIES. 


Rev. Messrs. Brown and Webb, 
were designated to their work as 
nissionaries of the Board, in the 
First Baptist meeting house, 
Providence, R. [., on Friday, Nov. 
16. The house was well filled 
with a listening congregation, 
and the exercises of the afternoon 
will not soon be forgotten. The 
services were opened by reading 
the Scriptures and prayer by Rey. 
Mr. Choules; consecrating prayer, 
by Rev. Pres. Wayland; charge 
and address, by Rev. Dr. Bolles ; 
right hand of fellowship by Rev. 
Mr. Pattison. Mr. Webb then 
gave a valedictory address, and 
read the missionary farewell, 
“Yes, my native land, &c.,” 
which was sung. Concluding 
prayer by Rev. Mr. Phillips. 

‘ In the evening of the same day, 
there was an interesting meeting 
in the vestry of the church. Ad- 


dresses were offered by Mr. 
Brown, missionary, and Mr. 
Green, of New York city. As 


this day surpassed in brightness, 
as connected with missions, all 
that have ever preceded it in the 
Providence church, we trust its 
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influence will be permanently felt, 
and its recurrence to memory 
long make every bosom kindle 
with ardor in the cause of Christ. 


SAULT DE ST. MARIE, 


A letter just received from A. Bing- 
ham, dated at -the .above station, 
Oct. 25, 1832, informs the Cor. Sec. of 
the arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Meeker 
and Mr. and Mrs. Merrill, to be asso- 
ciated with him in the labors of that in- 
teresting mission. 


BIBLES FOR CENTRAL AFRICA, 
From their ** Monthly Extracts of Cor- 
respondence”’ for August, we learn, that 
the Directors of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society have recently received one 
of the most interesting applications 
“spoon ever made to that institution. 
t was for ten Arabic Bibles and fifty 
Arabic Testaments, for the expedition 
that is now fitting out at Liverpool, to 
proceed up the river Congo, under the 
guidance of those interesting young men, 
the Landers, whose journal of their voy- 
e down that river has recently been 
ublished. The books are intended to 
presented to the African kings and 
chiefs, whom they may visit in their 
rogress to the interior. Six of the 
ibles were directed to be splendidly 
bound—corners plaited and clasped. 
Four were to be bound less expensively, 
color of the binding to be chiefly green 
(the favorite color of the natives) and 
scarlet; and the Testaments were to be 


neatly bound in the same colors. The 
following is an extract from the letter 
of Mr. Laird, the gentleman who made 
the application. 

‘The Bibles and Testaments in the 
Arabic, which I have ordered, I intend. 
to send, under charge of my son, Mac- 
Gregor Laird, who goes out with Mr.. 
Richard Lander in charge of the expe- 
dition to Central Africa. The cost of 
these books, bound as I have ordered, I 
will pay myself. Should the society 
be disposed to send any more, either for 
sale or distribution among the natives, 
I have no hesitation in guaranteeing 
the cost-price, to the extent of fifty cop- 
ies of the New Testament.* Mr. Land- 
er informs me that the chiefs, with a 
few exceptions, read and write the Ara- 
bic: and such as do not, have Arabic 
secretaries to do it for them:—so that a 
wide field is opened for the introduction 
of the word of God into a hitherto un- 
known land—unknown at least to Eu- 


ropeans.”’ 
*The committee sent 100 Arabie 


Testaments, and 100 Arabic gospels in 
plain binding. | 


ORDINATIONS, &c. 

Oct. 17, Rev. Hervey Fittz, installed 
pastor of the Central Baptist church, 
Middleborough, Ms.. 

Nov. 7, Rev. Nicholas Medberry, 
late of Middleborough, installed pastor 
of the Baptist church in Watertown, Ms. 


Oct. 26,Rev. Mr. N ey; ordained med 
of the 2d Bap. church in Mexico, N. Y. 


Account of Moneys received by the Treasurer of the General Convention 
of the Baptist denomination in the United States, for Foreign Mis- 
sions, from October 21st to November 23rd 1832. 


From A. C. Smith, Esq., Treasurer for 


Gen. Committee of Baptist 


Churches in Charleston Association, 8. C., having been con- 


tributed as follows: 
C. Entzminger, Esq., being his 
for printing the Burman Bible. 
Rev. Charles B. Jones, Hilton He 
An unknown lady, Beaufort, S. 


of ate relinquished in consequence of reading Mr. 


Judson’s letter on dress, 


ad, 8. C. for Bur. Mission, 18, 


third payment to Bur. ai 


C., being proceeds of articles 


> 


St. Helena Bap. church in Charleston, 8. C., for Bur. Miss., 15,62 
Baptist church in Charleston, 8. C. yey bg collection taken 
to 


at the monthly concert for prayer, 


education of a Burman child, 
For Burman mission, 


Received for horse and saddle left by Rev. Mr. Simonds, and 


sold by his request, 


applied towards 
6,15 


78,75 


| — 

| 

| 
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From E. P. Hastings, Esq., Trea. of Month. Un. Con. Detroit, M. T. 
being a payment for three a of $12 per annum, for sup- 
rt of an Indian boy, at Thomas Station, by the name of 
enry, Martyn; per Mr. Moses Merrill, 36, 
Prenat of sundry articles of jewelry, &c., forwarded by J. Co- 
nant, Esq., ‘T'reas. of the Vermont Baptist State Convention, 
per Mr. Smith, viz., 
For ring, knobs, &c., being a widow’s mite, from a friend 


to missions, 1,15 
Beads, 3,50 
Rings, ear knobs, &c., 2,05 
Gold, 2,75 

45 


Mr. Nathan Hunting, for the mission to France, per Rev. H. 
Malcom, 2,00 

Rev. A. Bennett, Treas. of the Court. Aux. For. Miss: Soc. 150, 

Female Bap. For. Miss. Soc. Maryland, Otsego County,N. Y. 4, 


per W. Colgate, Esq. 154, 
Dea. Isaiah Spaulding, Treas. of the Miss. Soc. of the Baptist 
ch. and cong. Chelms., Mass. having been contrib. as follows: 
Collected at month. concerts for prayer, 70,69 
Gold ring, sold for 38 
Female Burman Miss. Soc., 20,87 
A string of gold beads and ear knobs, 4,12 


For Bur. Miss. per Mr. angen H. Searle, ————96,06 
Miss T. Rogers, Treas. of Carey Soc. of the first Bap. ch. Bos- 
ton, for support of an Indian lad at the Carey Sta., by the 


name of James M. Winchell, 15, 
Mr. Cyrus Alden, Treas. of the Frank. Co. Bap. Ass. as fol. 

Church in Conway, for Bur. Mission, 17,82 

String of gold beads, from Mrs. M. Alden, sold for 3,50 

First church Colerain, for Bur. Mission, 35,83 

Charlemont, 2,88 

“ in 
—- 4,25 

A few individuals at the Association, 1,04 

Buckland church, 3,00 

String of gold beads from Mrs. Theresa Richmond, 3,75 

For Bur. Mission, per Mr. Coley, —69,19 

A friend, for Bur. Miss., per Mrs. Baldwin, 2, 


James Holman Esq, St. Johns, N. B., as follows: 
Females of Bap. ch. St. Johns, N. B., 24 
A female of Waterbury, N. B., 2, 
Mr. Clark Young, Falmouth, N.S., 4 
Miss Mary Taylor, (at twice,) 2 
William Sinton, Esq., 6 


For Burman Mission. ian 

Five individ. for sup. of a Bur. boy, to be named Hutchinson 

King, being amount realized by absti. from tea and coffee, 

thirty dollars per year, to be paid quarterly; first quarter, 7,50 

per Mr. Hutchinson, 

Baptist church in Middlefield, for For. missions, 13,73 
From same, for Burman bible, 4,85 
Middlefield Bap. Sab. school children, for Burman tracts, 3,76 
Rev. David Wright, Treas. of Westfield Bap, Ass., for Bur. Miss., 186,94 
Rev. Charles B. Keyes, Treas. of Berk. Coun. Bap. Association, 

For the Bur. Bible, 82,81 

Sundry persons belonging to Belchertown, for Bur. Mission, 

per Rev. Tubal Wakefield, 11,83 


Rev. J. A. Warne, it having been contributed ‘ bya pious child in the 
Brookline Sabbath school, with a request that it may be forwarded 
to Mr. Simonds, to aid jn teaching the poor Bur, the way toheaven,’ ,78 
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From Pittsfield, Mass., collected at monthly concerts for prayer, 75,08 
South Lee, collected at the Ministers’ Meeting, Jan. 1832, 47,34 
twenty dollars of which was from Dea. Curtis and wife, of 
Canaan, N. Y.,and five dollars forwarded from brother In- 
aham, of Savoy. 
New Lebanon, N. Y. collected at Ministers’ Meeting in April, 22,13 
Hudson, N. Y. collected at Ministers’ Meeting, 7,56 
Sale of sundry articles of jewelry and a veil, 6,81 
Interest on the above, 1,72 
Females of Bap. ch. Pittsfield, for sup. a native Bur. Teacher, 30, 
per Rev. Augustus Beach. 
Rev. Joshua Bradley, amt. received by him from numerous individuals 
and societies in his travels within the last ten years, previous to 
his appointment as agent of the Granville Literary & Theological 
Seminary in Licking Co., Ohio, 20, 
A female friend, being product of old gold, for Bur. Miss., 
per Mr. Charles Johnson, 2,37 
An unknown friend, 50,00 
with the following note to the Treasurer: 
‘¢ Sir, the enclosed is for the use of the Bap. Miss. Soc., of 
which I believe you are treasurer.”’ 
Rev. Jacob Drake, Ohio, in part of his sub. of $50, for Bur. bible, 20, 
(En. in letter to Dr. Bolles, dated May, but not rec’d till Nov. 8.) 


Rev. S. Cornelius, Alexandria, D. C., con. by a member of the 
Methodist and a member of the Presbyterian church, in equal 


190,64 


sums. (See letter from Rev. 8S. Cornelius.,) 100, 
Bap. Miss. Soc. of Fredericksburg, Va. for Bur. Miss., 13,62 
per Rev. Geo. F. Adams. 
Female Miss. Soc. Foxborough, Mass., for Bur. Miss., 32,53 


per Rev. T. C. Tingley. 
Second Baptist church Newport, R. I., it having been collected at 


the monthly concert of prayer, for Burman Mission, 20, 
per R. Rogers Esq. 
Dr. G. W. B., for Burman Mission, per Dr. L. Bolles, 2, 


Young Ladies’ Association of the First Bap. church in Providence, 
for the support of a child in the mission school in Burmah, to be 
named Sarah Lavinia Pattison, (same sum to be paid annually,) 25, 


Mrs. Solomon Johnson, Watertown, N. Y., for Mrs. Wade, Mis- 
sionary at Burimah, 3, 
A collection at Wilmington, Vt., Sept. 30, 1832, 10,88 
Proceeds of several rings, ear knobs, &c., 1,25 
A collection at the Leyden Association, 17,13 
er Rev. N. Brown, missionary, 
«‘A friend to the Burman mission ” 
per Rey. E. Andrews, Hinsdale, N. H. 5, 
Mr. Carton Corbett, 2,—Mr. Benjamin Corbett, 2, 4, 
Miss Mary Corbett, 2,—Sophia Wood, 2, 4 
Of Hopkinton, Mass. for Bur, Mission, pr. Benj. Corbett. _ 


H. LINCOLN, Treas. 


SAILING OF MISSIONARIES. 


Saturday, Dec. 1, is the day appointed for the sailing of our missionaries for 
Calcutta: viz., Rev. Abner Webb and Rev. Nathan Brown, with their wives, and 
Miss Caroline Harrington. They go inthe Corvo, a ship already consecrated by 
the prayers of missionaries. It was in this vessel, that Rev, J. Tr. Jones and his 
companion, with 6 missionaries of the A. B. C. F. M., sailed, in August 1830. 
And in this ship, in May 1831, on her homeward poses» Mrs, E. H. Jones re- 
— her spirit to the hands of the Redeemer. t us not forget the request, 
** Pray for us.” | 


| 
| 


